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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 
● All people have inherent worth. 
● Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 
● The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 
● Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 
● All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 
● Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 
● Being trustworthy builds trust. 
● Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 
● A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 
● Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 
● Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 
● Units and lessons will be differentiated  
● Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 
● Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

Social studies students in 6
th

 grade will explore the history of the world from the beginning of 

civilization through the end of the middle ages.  They will start with two of the most important 

River Valley Civilizations and look at how agriculture caused early man to stop and stay in one 

place which enabled them to develop into a true civilization.  A civilization has certain features 

that make a group of people stand out from those that came before such as social structure, stable 

food supply, religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and writing.  The first 

civilization to use writing is Mesopotamia, which is where 6
th

 grade social studies begins.  We 

will continue early civilizations with ancient Egypt, another River Valley Civilization.  From 

there they will go into Greece and Rome from the ancient through the classical periods.  They 

will explore the changes in civilization.  Finally, students will look at what comes next, after the 

Fall of Rome, the Eastern Roman Empire becomes the Byzantine Empire and continues for 

another 1000 years.  Meanwhile the Western Roman Empire falls into the dark ages and they 

explore Medieval Europe.  Students will see civilization start over again and discover 

advancements that existed during the ancient period.  The year ends around 1500AD.  Every unit 

will look at how the characteristics of civilization are different or the same with each civilization 

that is studied including government.  Students will also look at how religion and geography 

influenced each civilization. 
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Core Materials 

 

Existing Textbooks: 

Scott Foresman Social Studies The World 2008 

Prentice Hall World Studies Ancient World 2008 

Prentice Hall World Studies Medieval Times to Today 2008 

 

Possible Textbooks: 

History Alive! The Ancient World 

History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond 

 

Websites: 

BrainPOP 

Discovery Education 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Mesopotamia 7 weeks or longer depending on how the start 

of the school year impacts educational time 

and background knowledge of incoming 

students in regards to agriculture, social studies 

specific vocabulary, and River Valley 

Civilizations. (China and India are 5
th

 grade 

curriculum and the other 2 River Valley 

Civilizations.) 

Ancient Egypt 6 weeks or less, depending on what is covered 

during the Mesopotamia Unit in regards to 

River Valley Civilizations. 

Ancient / Classical Greece 6 weeks 

Ancient / Classical Rome 6 weeks or less, depending on what is covered 

during Greece in regards to religion and 

government. 

Byzantine Empire 3 weeks or longer if time permits 

Medieval Europe 6 weeks  
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Mesopotamia 

Suggested Time Frame 7 weeks or longer depending on how the start of the school year 

impacts educational time and background knowledge of incoming 

students in regards to agriculture, social studies specific vocabulary, 

and River Valley Civilizations. (China and India are 5
th

 grade 

curriculum and the other 2 River Valley Civilizations.) 

 

Overview / Rationale 

This 7 week unit will begin the students’ exploration of the first civilization.  It will build, in 

part, on the study of ancient India and China from 5
th

 grade (two of the 4 River Valley 

Civilizations).  The unit will start by assessing the students’ knowledge of those 2 civilizations, 

critical social studies specific vocabulary, and their knowledge of agriculture.  (This may require 

additional time to provide the necessary background knowledge for the year/unit.)  Once the unit 

truly begins students will learn what the characteristics of civilization are (social structure, stable 

food supply, religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and writing) and examine 

Mesopotamia to see how they met each characteristic.  Students will also spend considerable 

time examining the events that enabled Mesopotamia to have a surplus of food due to 

technological advancements such as irrigation. This is also the first civilization to have writing, 

and the students will discover how this process progressed and changed, as well as, how it 

enabled the entire civilization to advance and have an impact on the peoples around them, and 

future civilizations.  This is the first civilization that the students study in 6
th

 grade and a lot of 

time is spent laying the foundation that will be repeated or referred to in later units. 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
6.2.8.C.1.a  Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus 

from farming) on population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.C.1.b  Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and 

agrarian societies. 
 

6.2.8.D.1.b  Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted 

human understanding, development of culture, and social structure. 
 

6.2.8.A.2.a  Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 

government and legal structures. 
 

6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river 

valley civilizations. 
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6.2.8.B.2.a  Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of 

trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley 

civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations 

and their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; 

Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and 

determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. 
 

6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, 

improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in early river valley 

civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early 

river valley civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.b  Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in 

early river valley civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley 

civilizations and determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.d  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early 

river valley civilizations over time. 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
● One of the first civilizations developed in 

the Fertile Crescent. 
● The Mesopotamian civilizations of Sumer 

and Akkad flourished from about 3500 BC 

to 2000 BC. 
● New Empires in the Fertile Crescent 

advanced by adopting earlier 

Mesopotamian culture. 
● Judaism was one of the first religions in 

the world to worship only one God. 

Essential Questions: 
● How did the people of Mesopotamia 

benefit from the physical geography of 

their region? 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

Mesopotamians? 
● Why did different ancient river valley 

civilizations develop similar forms of 

government? 
● Explain how technological advancements 

led to greater economic specialization, 

improved weaponry, trade, and the 

development of a class system in ancient 

river valley civilizations. 
Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 
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● Fertile Crescent Empires 
● The Legacy of Mesopotamia 
● Mediterranean Civilizations: Babylonia 

and Assyria 
● Judaism 
● Hebrews and Phoenicians 
● The Geography of Mesopotamia 

● Explain how geography made the rise 

of civilization in the Fertile Crescent 

possible. 
● Explain the characteristics of Sumerian 

religion. 
● List and describe the three most 

important empires of the Fertile 

Crescent. 
● Describe what characterized the 

Babylonian and Assyrian empires. 
● Explain the importance of 

Hammurabi’s Code 
● Explain how the art of writing 

developed in Mesopotamia. 
● Understand how the sea power of the 

Phoenicians helped spread civilization 

throughout the Mediterranean area. 
● List and describe the major events in 

the history of the Israelites and the 

basic beliefs of Judaism. 
● Explain the effect that Judaism has had 

on other religions. 
 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 
 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 
 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 
 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 
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innovation. 
 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 
 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 
 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 
 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
 

Key Ideas and Details: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
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inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 2, Early Civilizations  

● World Studies, The Ancient World, Chapter 2, The Fertile 

Crescent 
● History Alive! The Ancient World (pages/chapters unknown-

but would be those that were appropriate for this unit.) 
 

Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, The Ancient World 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
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● World Studies, Workbook 
● I Think:  World History Ancient Mesopotamia 
 

Websites: 
● www.mesopotamia.co.uk 
● BrainPop 

o Sumerians 
● Discover Education Streaming Video: 

o Mesopotamia:  From Nomads to Farmers 
o Mesopotamia:  The Development of Written Language 
o Mesopotamia:  Trade Routes and Transportation 
o Ancient Civilizations Program 1 (Mostly Mesopotamia, a little of the other River 

Valley Civilizations) 
 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Events in this unit 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 
● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 
 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
● Map quiz 
● 3 empires quiz or project 
● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 
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● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Ancient Egypt 

Suggested Time Frame 6 weeks or less, depending on what is covered during the 

Mesopotamia Unit in regards to River Valley Civilizations. 

 

Overview / Rationale 

This 6 week unit will continue the students’ exploration of the first civilizations.  Egypt, like 

Mesopotamia before it, is a River Valley Civilization.  Again, this can be connected back to the 

5
th

 grade units of China and India since together these are the 4 River Valley Civilizations and 

students should see many similarities between them.  The unit will start by looking at the 

physical geography of ancient Egypt, and then on to the way this civilization meets the 

characteristics of civilization (social structure, stable food supply, religion, government, culture, 

the arts, technology, and writing).   Students will also spend significant time examining the 

religious practices of ancient Egyptians through pyramids and mummies.  Many enter 6
th

 grade 

with a very basic knowledge and need clarification to refine their understanding.    

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
6.2.8.A.2.a  Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 

government and legal structures. 
 

6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river 

valley civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.B.2.a  Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of 

trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley 

civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations 

and their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; 

Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and 

determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. 
 

6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, 

improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in early river valley 

civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early 

river valley civilizations. 
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6.2.8.D.2.b  Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in 

early river valley civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley 

civilizations and determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 
 

6.2.8.D.2.d  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early 

river valley civilizations over time. 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
● The Egyptians have depended on the Nile 

River to survive for thousands of years. 
● The first civilizations in ancient Egypt 

were great and complex. 
● The Egyptians and Nubians interacted 

with each other and with other peoples. 

Essential Questions: 
● How did the people of Egypt benefit from 

the physical geography of their region? 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

Egyptians? 
● Why did different ancient river valley 

civilizations develop similar forms of 

government? 
● Explain how technological advancements 

led to greater economic specialization, 

improved weaponry, trade, and the 

development of a class system in ancient 

river valley civilizations. 
Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● The Geography of  the Nile 
● The Rulers of Egypt 
● Egyptian Religion 
● Ancient Egyptian Culture 
● The Cultures of Nubia 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Explain the geography as the Nile 

changes and the river runs its course. 
● Describe the types of communities that 

first appeared along the Nile, and how 

the Nile was used for trade. 
● Explain the history of kingship in 

ancient Egypt and the accomplishments 

of the three kingdoms. 
● List and describe some Egyptian gods 

and goddesses, their belief in the 

afterlife, and how and why the 

pharaohs’ tombs were built. 
● Explain what everyday life was like for 

ancient Egyptians. 
● List and describe advances made by 

Egyptians and writing in ancient Egypt 

including the relevance of the Rosetta 

Stone. 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 
 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 
 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 
 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 
 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  E CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 
 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
 

Key Ideas and Details: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt and Nubia  

● World Studies, The Ancient World, Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt 

and Nubia 
● History Alive! The Ancient World (pages/chapters unknown-

but would be those that were appropriate for this unit.) 
 

Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, The Ancient World 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
● World Studies, Workbook 
● I Think:  World History Ancient Egypt 

 

Websites: 
● www.mesopotamia.co.uk 
● BrainPop 

o Egyptian Pharaohs 
o Mummies 
o Cleopatra (or with Unit 3 for Greece) 

● Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Egypt:  Constructing Civilization 
o Living History:  Living in Ancient Egypt  

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
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Events in this unit 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 
● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 
● Since this is the final River Valley 

Civilization, it would be a good time to 

create a project comparing the 

civilizations or focusing in on one of 

them and what makes it stand out. 

● Map quiz 
● Mummy or Canopic Jar Project 
● A Day in the Life of an Egyptian 

Project 
● River Valley Civilization Book 
● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives 
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Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Ancient & Classical Greece 

Suggested Time Frame 6 weeks  
 

Overview / Rationale 

This 6 week unit will begin the students’ exploration of the Mediterranean Empires.  It will build 

on previous knowledge of what is a civilization.  The unit will start with the physical geography 

of ancient/classical Greece and how this civilization meets the characteristics of a civilization 

(social structure, stable food supply, religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and 

writing).  Students will also spend significant time examining the city-states of Athens and 

Sparta, especially comparing how each handles the characteristics, such as, Sparta favors training 

their citizen soldiers while Athens favors the arts and knowledge.  Students will spend time 

focusing on the different forms of government and start looking at which is the closest to our 

modern government.  Students will discover how this civilization progressed and changed and 

also how it influenced their lives today, not just the other civilizations that came after them.  

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
 

6.2.8.A.3.b  Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 

foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.A.3.c  Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the 

Roman Republic that later influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 
 

6.2.8.A.3.d  Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient 

World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty 

and equality then and now. 
 

6.2.8.B.3.a  Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the 

development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations 

and provided motivation for expansion. 
 

6.2.8.B.3.b  Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the 

development of Greek city-states and to their decline. 
 
6.2.8.C.3.a  Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform 

system of exchange in the Mediterranean World and Asia. 
 

6.2.8.C.3.b  Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance 
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agricultural/ manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life 

in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.a  Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to 

power, wealth, and equality. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.c  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, 

Rome, India, and China over time. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.e  Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the 

values and decisions of the classical civilizations. 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Surrounded by mountains and water, the 

ancient Greeks developed communities 

and traveled on the sea to trade with other 

peoples. 
● Two very different cultures grew in the 

city-states of Athens and Sparta. 
● During the Golden Age of Athens, 

Athenians excelled in the arts, philosophy, 

and government. 
● The conquests of Alexander the Great 

built a new culture that mixed Greek and 

Asian ways. 

Essential Questions: 
● How were the people of Greece influenced 

by the physical geography of their region? 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

Greeks? 
● Compare and contrast the methods of 

government used in Greece? (Monarchy, 

Oligarchy, Tyranny, and Democracy) 
● Explain how the development of a 

uniform system of exchange facilitated 

trade in classical civilizations. 

Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● The Geography of Greece 
● The Greek City-States 
● Religion, Philosophy, and the Arts 
● Sparta and Athens 
● Alexander the Great and the Spread of 

Greek Culture 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Describe the physical features of 

ancient Greece and explain how the 

physical geography affected the lives of 

its people.   
● Explain the importance of Minoan 

civilization. 
● Compare and contrast a democracy and 

an aristocracy 
● Explain the beginnings of government 

in ancient Greece. 
● Describe the religious beliefs of the 

ancient Greeks. 
● Describe the similarities and 

differences between civilizations in 

Sparta and Athens. 
● Identify the contributions of ancient 
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Greece. 
● Describe the Golden Age of Athens. 
● Explain how Alexander expanded the 

empire and spread Greek culture. 
● Define and describe Hellenistic culture. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 
 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  E CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 
 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  E CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 
 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
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Key Ideas and Details: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
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By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
● National Geographic-World History 1250-3000BC Greek 

Civilization 
Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 9, Ancient Greece 

● World Studies, The Ancient World, Chapter 6, Ancient Greece 
● History Alive! The Ancient World (pages/chapters unknown-

but would be those that were appropriate for this unit.) 
Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, The Ancient World 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
● World Studies, Workbook 
● I Think:  World History Ancient Greece 

 

Websites: 
● BrainPop 

o Greek Gods 
o Homer 
o Athens 
o Democracy 

● Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o Elementary Video Adventures:  Ancient Greece 
o Ancient Crete:  The Minoans 
o Elementary Adventures:  Ancient Greece (Show as an interdiction to Alexander the 

Great) 
 

Worksheets: 
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Videos: 
o Hercules (Disney) (Or can be used with Rome) 
o Percy Jackson and the Olympians:  The Lightning Bolt Thief 
o Percy Jackson:  Sea of Monsters 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Events in this unit 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 
● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 
 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
● Map quiz 
● Meet the Greek Gods (create a 

poster/ad for one Greek God) 

● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 
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per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Ancient & Classical Rome 

Suggested Time Frame 6 weeks or less, depending on what is covered during Greece in 

regards to religion and government. 

 

Overview / Rationale 

This 6 week unit will finish the students’ exploration of the Mediterranean Empires.  It will build 

on previous knowledge of what is a civilization and Mediterranean Empire of Alexander the 

Great (Greece).  The unit will start with the physical geography of ancient/classical Rome and 

how this civilization meets the characteristics of a civilization (social structure, stable food 

supply, religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and writing).  Students will also 

spend.  Students will spend time focusing on the different forms of government (Republic and 

Empire), how this is different from the government of Greece (Democracy), and start looking at 

which is the closest our modern government. Although this unit starts with the religion of Rome 

being polytheistic and mostly a copy of the Greek religion, it ends with the creation of the 

Roman Catholic religion.  As always students will look at how religion influences the 

civilization we are studying.  Students will discover how this civilization progressed and changed 

and also how it influences their lives today, not just the other civilizations that came after them. 
 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
 

6.2.8.A.3.a  Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and 

bureaucratic structures) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their 

expanding empires. 
 

6.2.8.A.3.b  Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 

foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 
 

6.2.8.A.3.c  Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the 

Roman Republic that later influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 
 

6.2.8.A.3.d  Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient 

World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty 

and equality then and now. 
 

6.2.8.B.3.a  Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the 

development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations 

and provided motivation for expansion. 
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6.2.8.B.3.b  Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the 

development of Greek city-states and to their decline. 
 

6.2.8.C.3.a  Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform 

system of exchange in the Mediterranean World and Asia. 
 

6.2.8.C.3.b  Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance 

agricultural/ manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life 

in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.a  Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to 

power, wealth, and equality. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.b  Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman 

Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 
 
6.2.8.D.3.c  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, 

Rome, India, and China over time. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.d  Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or 

around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 

Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges 

of globalization. 
 

6.2.8.D.3.e  Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the 

values and decisions of the classical civilizations. 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Rome’s location helped it grow from a 

village unto a powerful city. 
● Rome’s republic became very powerful, 

but its conquests created major problems. 
● The Roman Empire was one of the 

world’s most powerful empires. 
● Christianity grew to become the official 

religion of the Roman Empire. 
● Rome fell to invaders, but the Roman 

Empire continued in the East (Byzantine 

Empire). 

Essential Questions: 
● How were the people of Rome influenced 

by the physical geography of their region? 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

Romans? 
● Compare and contrast the methods of 

government used in Rome.  (Republic vs. 

Empire)  
● Explain how the Roman Republic came 

from the Greek Democracy) 
● Explain how the development of a 

uniform system of exchange facilitated 

trade in classical civilizations. 
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Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● Rome’s Beginnings 
● The Roman Republic 
● The Roman Empire 
● Roman Daily Life 
● Christianity and the Roman Empire 
● The Fall of Rome 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Explain how the Romans borrowed ideas 

and ways from the Etruscans. 
● Explain the legend of Remulus and 

Romulus. 
● Describe the importance of the Tiber River 

to the development of Roman civilization. 
● Describe the system of government in the 

Roman Republic. 
● Define republic. 
● Explain the impact of Rome’s conquest on 

the republic. 
● Compare and contrast the powers that the 

plebians and the patricians had during the 

Roman Republic. 
● Describe the major achievements of the 

Romans. 
● Define and explain Pax Romana. 
● Explain the importance of good rulers to 

the growth and expansion of the Roman 

Empire. 
● Explain how Marcus Aurelius cared for the 

people of Rome. 
● Explain how the Christian religion spread 

throughout the Roman Empire. 
● Define persecution and explain why the 

Christians were persecuted. 
● Explain why Christianity became the main 

religion in the Roman Empire. 
● Explain connections between Judaism and 

Christianity. 
● Explain how barbarian invasions affected 

the Roman Empire.  
● Describe the impact of Constantine on the 

Roman Empire. 
● Explain why the eastern half of the Roman 

Empire survived after the fall of the 

western half. (Byzantine Empire) 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 
 Planning, Saving, and Investing  E CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 
 Insuring and Protecting  E CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 
 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 
 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
 

Key Ideas and Details: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 10, Ancient Rome 

● World Studies, The Ancient World, Chapter 7, Ancient Rome 
● History Alive! The Ancient World (pages/chapters unknown-

but would be those that were appropriate for this unit.) 
Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, The Ancient World 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
● World Studies, Workbook 
● I Think:  World History Ancient Rome 

 

Websites: 
● BrainPop 

o The Republic 
o Rise of the Roman Empire 
o Pax Romana 
o Fall of the Roman Empire  

● Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o What the Ancients Knew:  The Romans 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Rome:  Building an Empire 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Rome:  The Eternal City  
o Religions of the World:  Christianity 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
o Hercules (Disney) (Or can be used with Greece) 
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Events in this unit with a focus on BC vs 

AD (or BCE vs CE) 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 
● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 
 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
● Map quiz 
● Classical Civilizations Game 

comparing Rome and Greece 
● Meet the Roman Gods (create a 

poster/ad for one Roman God) 
● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; use manipulatives & calculators; provide individual & small group 

help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives 
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Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Byzantine Empire 

Suggested Time Frame 3 weeks or longer if time permits 

 

Overview / Rationale 

This very short unit explores what happened to the eastern Roman Empire after the western side 

fell.  It starts with the Byzantine Empire, but quickly moves to a brief survey of Muslim Empires 

since the Arabian Peninsula is just next door and the events occurring there have a strong impact 

on the Byzantine Empire.  As always the characteristics of Civilization (social structure, stable 

food supply, religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and writing) are covered in 

regards to the Byzantine Empire, but the Islamic religion and the influence on the civilization is 

explored in preparation for the next unit:  Medieval Europe, where the Crusades have a huge 

impact. 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
 

6.2.8.A.4.a  Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally 

govern expanding territories with diverse populations. 
 

6.2.8.B.4.a  Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 

cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
 

6.2.8.B.4.b  Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk 

Road) impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of 

international trade centers. 
 

6.2.8.B.4.d  Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the 

epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 
 

6.2.8.D.4.a  Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social 

hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups 

of people. 
 
6.2.8.D.4.f  Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world 

and western Europe. 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Physical features, climate, and Roman and 

Greek culture influenced how people lived 

Essential Questions: 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

Byzantines? 
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in the Byzantine Empire. 
● Under the rule of Justinian, the Byzantine 

Empire became great. 
● Islam brought changes to lands in 

Southwest Asia. 
● Trade and conquest helped spread religion 

and language throughout the Islamic 

World. 

● How did the people in Byzantium benefit 

from their physical geography? 
● Analyze the role of religion and other 

means rulers used to unify and centrally 

govern expanding territories with diverse 

populations. 
● Explain how trade, technology, the 

availability of natural resources, and 

contact with other civilizations affect the 

development of civilizations? 
Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● Geography of the Byzantine Empire 
● The Greatness of the Byzantine Empire 
● The Beginnings of Islam 
● The Golden Age of Muslim Civilization 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Describe how the physical geography 

and climate of the Byzantine Empire 

affected how people lived. 
● Explain the significance of 

Constantinople to the Byzantine 

Empire. 
● Explain how Constantinople became a 

center of trade. 
● Explain who Justinian and Theodora 

were, as well as their contributions to 

the Byzantine Empire. 
● Explain why Justinian built the Hagia 

Sofia in part to maintain close ties with 

the church. 
● List the major beliefs and roots of 

Islam. 
● Explain the relationship between Islam 

and Muhammad. 
● Explain how the Quran affects the daily 

lives of Muslims. 
● Explain how Islam spread outside the 

Arabian Peninsula. 
● Explain how and why non-muslims 

were treated in the Islamic world. 
 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
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● A – assessed 
Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 
 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 
 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 
 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 
 Insuring and Protecting  E CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 
 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 
 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
 

Key Ideas and Details: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
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Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 11, Byzantine and Muslim Civilizations 
● World Studies, Medieval Times  to Today, Chapter 1, 

Byzantine and Muslim Civilizations 
● History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond 

(pages/chapters unknown-but would be those that were 

appropriate for this unit.) 
Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, Medieval Times to Today 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
● World Studies, Workbook 

 

Websites: 
● Discover Education Streaming Video: 

o Civilizations in Conflict: Byzantium, Islam, and the Crusades 330-1453 A.D.(The 

Crusades are not covered until Medieval Europe, may want to save this video for 

more of a transition or interdiction to the next unit.) 
o Byzantium 
o Enduring Influence:  Rome, Greece, and Byzantium (Possibly select only a few of the 

segments.) 
o The Dark Ages:  Europe After the Fall of Rome (410-1066 AD) 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Events in this unit 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
● Map quiz 
● Create a Byzantine Monument (include 

the actual monument, location it would 

sit, and what it represents) 
● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 
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● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 
 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Medieval Europe 

Suggested Time Frame 6 weeks  
 

Overview / Rationale 

This final unit will take student up to 1500AD, with a very strong focus on events in Europe.  

The unit begins by looking back at the fall of the western Roman Empire and the collapse of 

civilization in Europe.  Students will focus on how civilization starts over using the feudal 

system.  Again characteristics of civilization are covered (social structure, stable food supply, 

religion, government, culture, the arts, technology, and writing).  Students will explore the 

physical geography of Europe and how that created some of the boundaries between countries 

and/or kingdoms.  The Crusades and the Black Death will be a focus of this unit which means 

religion will be looked at again to see how the religious beliefs of a group of people influence 

their actions.  This unit should be expanded to include examples of literature of the time period 

such as Chaucer, King Arthur stories, etc. Because this is the last unit, if there is truly extra time, 

Chapter 4 of Medieval Times to Today, Civilization in Asia, can be explored to see how the 

Medieval time period exists in other parts of the world. 
 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
 

6.2.8.A.4.a  Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally 

govern expanding territories with diverse populations. 
 

6.2.8.A.4.b  Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the 

effectiveness of each in promoting social, economic, and political order. (Only if Civilization in 

Asia are covered at the end of the year.) 
 

6.2.8.A.4.c  Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., 

the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent judiciary) 

on modern democratic thought and institutions. 
 

6.2.8.B.4.a  Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 

cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.B.4.e  Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the 

positive and negative consequences of environmental changes made during this time period, and 

relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 
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6.2.8.D.4.a  Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social 

hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups 

of people. 
 

6.2.8.D.4.b  Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, 

including the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, 

Muslims, and traders. 
 

6.2.8.D.4.c  Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 
 

6.2.8.D.4.d  Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
● The landforms and climate of Europe 

affect the way Europeans live. 
● After a series of rulers and invaders, 

medieval government in Europe 

experienced a change. 
● The Church, feudalism, and manor life 

formed the foundation of European 

medieval life. 
● Routes promoted trade, travel, and 

communication, as well as the Plague, 

between Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

Essential Questions: 
● How did religion affect the lives of the 

people of the Middle Ages? 
● How did the people of the Middle Ages 

benefit from their physical geography? 
● Analyze the role of religion and other 

means rulers used to unify and centrally 

govern expanding territories with diverse 

populations. (Crusades) 
● Explain how trade, technology, the 

availability of natural resources, and 

contact with other civilizations affect the 

development of civilizations? 
Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

● Geography of Europe 
● Rulers and Invaders 
● Feudalism and the Manor System 
● The Church  
● The Rise of Cities 
● The Crusades, Trade and the Plague 

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

● Explain how the different regions and 

landforms of Europe affect how people 

live and work. 
● Explain how the Magna Carta limited 

royal power. 
● Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals, such as Charlemagne, 

during the Middle Ages. 
● Explain the role of serfs in feudalism. 
● List and describe the different levels of 

feudalism. 
● Explain the purpose of guilds. 
● Explain how feudalism and the manor 

system affected the lives of the nobility 

in medieval Europe. 
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● Explain how the manor system led to 

the growth of towns and cities. 
● List and explain some of the major 

events that affected Europe in the late 

Middle Ages. 
● Explain who issued the call for the 

Crusades and why. 
● List and describe some of the major 

trade goods that traveled over trade 

routes, such as the Silk Road, in the 

Middle Ages. 
● Explain what a bubonic plague is and 

how it affects humans. 
● Explain what the different theories are 

regarding how the Plague reached 

Europe. 
 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 
● T – taught 
● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 
 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 
 Planning, Saving, and Investing  E CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 
 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 
 Insuring and Protecting  E CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 



 

42 

 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 
 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 
 

Key Ideas and Details: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 

Craft and Structure: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
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information in print and digital texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

● Sir Gawin and the Green Knight 
● Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
● Other writing in Middle English 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

● The World, Read Alouds and Primary Sources (with passages 

translated into English-making them a secondary source) 
● Translations into Modern English of stories in Middle English 
● Stories of King Arthur 

Supporting Text pages ● The World, Chapter 14, Medieval Europe 
● World Studies, Medieval Times to Today, Chapter 5, Europe in 

the Middle Ages 
● History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond 

(pages/chapters unknown-but would be those that were 

appropriate for this unit.) 
Teacher Resources 

Texts:  
● The World 
● World Studies, Medieval Times to Today 
● History Alive  

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
● World Studies, Quick Study  
● World Studies, Workbook 
● I Think:  World History Medieval Europe 

 

Websites: 
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● BrainPop 
o The Black Death 
o Magna Carta 

● Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o The Dark Ages:  Europe After the Fall of Rome (410-1066 AD) 
o The Black Death (1347-1351 AD) 
o Medieval Times:  Life in the Middle Ages (1000-1450 AD) 
o Living History:  Living in Medieval Europe 
o Exploring the World:  The Viking Explorers 
o Elementary Video Adventures:  Times Medieval 
o Animated Hero Classics:  Joan of Arc 
o World History: The Medieval Era (pick and choose segments as needed) 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
o A Knight’s Tale 
o The Princess Bride 
o Ella Enchanted 
o Shrek (all of them) 
o The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe 
o Prince Caspian 
o Brother Cadfael (series) 
o The Three Musketeers 
o Robin Hood 
o The Sword in the Stone (Disney) 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

● Create a Timeline of Major Historical 

Events in this unit 
● Create a project (poster, diagram, etc) 

based on the Characteristics of this 

Civilization:  Stable Food Supply, 

Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, 

Government, and Social Structure 
● Create an ABC quilt/poster/list with an 

element of this civilization for each letter 

of the alphabet (a few letters may not 

work). 

Other Evidence: 

● Vocabulary quiz 
● Map quiz 
● Coat of Arms 
● Make a Medieval Knight 
● Any other projects like the ABC Quilt 
● Unit test 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

● Mini lecture  

● Do Nows  

● Video clips  

● Collaboration 

● Projects 

● Interactive mini lecture/notes – students take notes, answer questions, 

turn and talk, participate in class discussion, look up information in 

text/online.  

● Do Nows – At start of class, students answer questions, reflect on 

learning, or interpret data.  

● Video Clips – Shown to aid learning by providing a visual, 

background knowledge, etc 

● Collaboration – Working in pairs, tables, small groups, etc 

● Projects-Using a poster or other medium to express new knowledge 

per guidelines and instructions. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
 

 


